Driver's License Requirements for the Operator and Requirements of the Owner of a School Bus

This information is to assist individuals with the understanding of the requirements of an owner or operator of a school bus. Below each reference to a law you will find a web link where you can read the in its entirety.

Seating design capacity
Driver's License
Transportation Code

14 not counting driver
Class C

521.022 (a, b, c, d, e, & f)

15 not counting driver
Class C CDL

521.022 (a, b, c, d, e, & f)

23 not counting driver
Class B CDL

521.022 (a, b, c, d, e, & f)

Texas Transportation Code 521.022 "Restrictions on Operators of Certain School Buses"

(Both Public & Private Schools)

(a) 18 years of age to transport students
(b) The person must hold the appropriate class of drivers license for the vehicle (including a P & S Endorsement)

(c) The person must meet mental and physical capability requirements to transport students

(d) A person may not transport students unless the person's driving record is acceptable according to "Penalty Point System"

(e) A person may not transport students unless the person is certified in "School Bus Safety Education"

(f) A person may not transport students unless approved after a criminal history record check.  The person may not have:

· A felony

· Misdemeanor involving moral turpitude

· Unless approved by the school board

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/statutes/tr/tr0052100.html#tr008.521.022 

Education Code 34.003 "Operation of School Buses" (Public Schools only) says:

· Home to school transportation a school district must use:

· A school bus or mass transit authority motor bus to transport 10 or more students

· Passenger cars may be used on routes having fewer than 10 students.

· School activities a school district must use:

· A school bus or motor bus to transport 15 or more students in any one vehicle

· Passenger car or passenger vans may be used to transport fewer than 15 students.

· Definitions:

· Passenger van means a motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or passenger car, used to transport persons and designed to transport 15 or fewer passengers including the driver.

· Motor bus means a vehicle designed to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver.

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/statutes/ed/ed0003400.html#ed003.34.003 

Education Code 34.002 "Safety Standards" (Public Schools only) says:

· A school district shall meet or exceed the safety standards for school buses established by the TxDPS.

· A school district that fails or refuses to meet the safety standards is ineligible to share in the transportation allotment.

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/statutes/ed/ed0003400.html#ed002.34.002 

Texas Transportation Code 547.7015 "Rules Relating to School Buses" (Public School only) says:

· The Department of Public Safety with the advice of the TEA shall adopt rules governing the design, color, lighting, and other equipment, construction, and operation of a school bus.

·  Rules adopted apply to each school district, the officers and employees of a school district, and each person employed under contract by a school district.

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/statutes/tr/tr0054700.html#tr082.547.7015 

Texas Transportation Code 541.201 "Vehicles" defines a school bus (Public & Private schools) as:

· A motor vehicle that was manufactured in compliance with the federal motor vehicle safety standards for school buses in effect on the date of manufacture and that is used to transport pre-primary, primary, or secondary students on a route to or from school or on a school related activity trip other than on routes to and from school. (See section # (16) in the statue below)

· The manufacturer’s plate will say this vehicle is a school bus.

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/statutes/tr/tr0054100.html#tr005.541.201 

Texas Transportation Code 522.041 "Classifications" (Public & Private Schools) says:

· Class C

· Single vehicle

· Designed to transport less than 16 passengers including the driver

· Class C CDL

· Single vehicle

· Designed to transport 16-23 passenger including the driver

· Gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000 or less 

· Class B CDL

· Single vehicle

· Gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds or more

· A vehicle designed to transport 24 passengers or more

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/statutes/tr/tr0052200.html#tr027.522.041 

